IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace the Summary of Invention section on page 2, line 25 through page 
7, line 1 1 with the following amended section: 

-The above-mentioned object can be attained, according to the present invention, 
by the following configuration. 

There is provided an inventory management system including a first storage unit, 
adapted to store inventory information indicating an inventory number of an expendable used in a 
printer, a receiver unit, adapted to receive absence information indicating that the inventory 
number of the expendable is zero or less than a predetermined number, and an instruction unit, 
adapted to provide a delivery instruction for delivery of the expendable. A second storage unit is 
adapted to store history information indicating a history of the delivery instruction provided by 
the instruction unit and an information unit is adapted to inform an alarm based on (1) the 
history information stored in the second storage unit and (2) a new reception of the absence 
information received by the receiver unit, after the instruction unit provides the delivery 
instruction, an info r mation processing a pp aratus fo r acqui r ing, from a peripheral device 
management ap p aratus fo r managing information specific to a p e riphe r al device connected 
through a local area n e twork, info r mation sp e cific to th e afo r ementioned peripheral device 
through an exte r nal n e twork, and, f r om a g e n e ral-purpose comput e r manag e ment apparatus fo r 
managing information specific to a gene r al-purpose com p uter connected through the 
aforem e ntion e d local area network, information specific to th e afo r ementioned general-pu r pose 
compute r through the aforem e ntion e d external network th e reby executing unified management of 
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th e aforementioned pe ripheral device and th e aforementioned general-pu r pose computer, 
comprising discrimination means for discriminating whethe r information r ec e ived through the 
aforementioned external netwo r k is info r mation specific to the pe r ipheral device or info r mation 
specific to th e g e ne r al-purpose compute r , s p ecifying means fo r specifying, in case the 
information received through th e external network is discriminat e d as info r mation specific to the 
p e riphe r al d e vice and indicating absence of inventory by the discrimination means, info r mation 
for specifying expendable contain e d in the aforementioned information indicating the absence of 
inventory, and information and information for identifying the user constituting the owner of the 
e xpendable of which invento r y is absent, and display control means fo r causing a pred e t er mined 
display unit to display the ty p e of the e xpendable specified by the sp e cifying means and the 
information for identifying the user. 

In a preferred embodim e nt, there is farther provided instruction means fo r 
instructing, to a dist r ibution server communicable through the external network, the d e liv e ry of 
the expendable of a type specified by the specifying means to a destination based on the 
information of the aforementioned use r . 

Also in a prefer r ed embodim e nt, th e afor e mentioned us e r information includes the 
e -mail addr e ss fo r communication and ther e is further provided confirmation mail informing 
means for informing th e afo r em e ntioned e-mail add r ess of a confirmation mail for instructing the 
d e livery of the expendable of th e type of winch invento r y is absent, as s p ecified by th e specifying 
means. 

Also in a preferred embodim e nt, there is further pr ovid e d alarm means, after the 
d e liv er y instruction is issued by the instruction means, fo r giving an alarm through the e xte r nal 
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n e twork to th e aforem e ntion e d distribution serv er o r to a portable te r minal assigned to a pe r son 
in charge of delive r y, in re spons e to the r ec e ption of information indicating the absence o r 
d e creas e of inventory of the e xp e ndable of the type specified by the specifying means. 

Also in a prefer r ed embodiment, the aforementioned info r mation indicating th e 
abs e nc e of inventory includ e s information indicating th e remaining quantity of inventory of the 
aforementioned ex pe ndable. 

Also in a prefe rr ed embodiment, the acquisition* means includes fi r st acquisition 
m e ans fo r acquiring, through the exte r nal netwo r k, information on a g e n er al-purpose compute r 
connected through the local area n e two r k; and second acquisition means for acquiring, through 
the exte r nal n e two r k, information specific to the pe r iphe r al device connected to the local a r ea 
n e twork; 

wh e r e in th e first acquisition means acquires th e information on th e gene r al- 
purpose compute r in a first format specific to the g e ne r al-purpose compute r , and th e second 
acquisition means acquires the information on the periphe r al d e vic e in a second fo r mat s p ecific 
to the pe r iph e ral devic e . 

Also in a prefe r red embodiment, the r e is farther p r ovided conv e rsion means fo r 
conv e rting the information of the first format, relating to the gen e ral-purpose computer and 
acqui r ed by the fi r st acquisition means into th e second format, and the afo re mentioned display 
unit is p r ovided in an apparatus capable of interp r eting th e second format and is ca p able of 
display based on the second format. 

Also in a preferred embodim e nt, there is farth e r provided conve r sion means fo r 
converting the information of the second format, r elating to the peri p h e ral d e vic e and acqui r ed by 
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th e second acquisition means into the first format, and the afo r em e ntioned display unit is 
provided in an a p pa r atus capable of interpreting the first fo r mat and is ca p abl e of display based 
on the first format. 

Also in a p r efe r r e d embodiment, the re is furthe r provided conversion m e ans fo r 
converting the info r mation of the first fo r mat, relating to the general-purpos e compute r and 
acquired by the first acquisition means and the information of the second format, r elating to the 
peripheral device and acquired by th e second acquisition means, into a common third format, and 
the aforementioned display unit is capable of displaying information based on th e thi r d format. 

Oth e rwise the r e ar e provid e d rec e ption means for receiving information of no 
invento r y indicating that the inv e ntory is less than a predetermined number for the expendable of 
e ach type to be used in the periphe r al devic e , togethe r with info r mation fo r specifying the use r ; 
and 

information means fo r informing, after a delivery instruction in r es p onse to the 
rec e ption of info r mation on the e xpendable of e ach typ e included in th e no inventory info r mation 
rec e ived by the r ece p tion means and the info r mation for specifying th e use r , an alarm through the 
external netwo r k to a communication addr e ss assigned to a pe r son in charg e of the d e liv e ry 
instruction, in r es p ons e to the r ece p tion of information indicating abs e nce o r dec r eas e of the 
inventory of the exp e ndabl e of th e s p ecified type. — 
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